


Houston County Commissioners Meeting

August 20, 2013

Warner Robins, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 20, 2013 at the Houston County Annex in Warner Robins, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Houston County District Attorney George Hartwig, Flint Energies Senior Vice-President Jimmy Autry, Director of Purchasing Mark Baker, Walton and Becky Wood, Maurice Braswell and County Attorney Tom Hall.

Commissioner Thomson led the audience in the Invocation.

First Sgt. Clestine (Tina) Harley, US Army retired, led the audience in the pledge of allegiance and spoke of her military career.  She joined the Army in September of 1986 and retired in December of 2012.  During her years of service she had many stateside postings as well as overseas postings in such places as England, Germany, Korea, Afghanistan, Qatar, Japan and Iraq.  She is a veteran of Desert Storm and Iraqi Freedom.  She related that even though she enjoyed many of her overseas assignments, there was no place like home.  She felt that although the Army was very good to her, being a single mother while serving her country was one of the most difficult aspects of her career. Although she owns a home in Florida, she spends a good bit of time here with family.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of August 6, 2013. 

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to hire Mark W. Anthony as an Assistant District Attorney at a Grade 27-Step C at $25.93 per hour or $53,934.40 annually effective August 27, 2013.
Director of Administration Barry Holland gave a first reading of an Alcohol License application submitted by Sirjerame McGhee representing the Hideaway Sports Bar & Grill for the retail sale of beer, wine and liquor located at 227 GA Highway 26, East, Elko.  The property is zoned C-2.  A second reading and public hearing will be held at 9:00 a.m. on September 3, 2013 at the Houston County Courthouse in Perry after which the Commissioners will vote on the issue.
Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign the Independent Contractor Agreements with Greg Bell at $40,000 per year, Susan McNally at $40,000 per year, and Kameyan Sims at $30,000 per year to provide for the defense of indigent persons appearing in the Houston County Juvenile Court.  The agreements will remain in effect until June 30, 2014.  These agreements may be renewed from year to year subject to an annual review of performance conducted by the County in conjunction with the Juvenile Court.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve the proposed 2014 LMIG priority list to be submitted to Georgia D.O.T.  The estimated grant funding would total $605,155.67 and the 30% mandatory match from the County at $181,546.70.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalanker to sign a contract with the Georgia Department of Corrections to provide the County with eight inmate work details at a cost of $39,500 per detail for a total of $316,000.  The contract will be effective upon approval and will expire June 30, 2014.
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Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign an agreement (#1036) with Traylor Business Services, Inc. (TBS) for personal property audits in FY2014.  Audits will only be performed when requested specifically by the Chief Tax Appraiser.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve and adopt Revision #1 of the Standard Operating Guidelines governing Volunteer Fire Fund expenditures dated August 20, 2013.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve payment of the bills totaling $2,564,408.84.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.  

There being no public comments, the meeting was continued.

The Chairman then asked for comments from the Commissioners.

Chairman Stalnaker recognized Mr. Maurice Braswell.

Chairman Stalnaker recognized District Attorney George Hartwig and thanked him for his diligence in moving cases through the court system.  Mr. Hartwig stated that even though they were a bit short on personnel due to some vacant positions his office had obtained five murder convictions in the last six to eight weeks.  He felt good about having cleared the backlog of major cases and indicated that his goal is to take each case to trial within one year.  DA Hartwig thanked the Board for their continued support and stated that he is proud of his staff and their efforts in seeking justice for the citizens of Houston County.

There being no further comments, the meeting was continued.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to enter into an Executive Session for Personnel matters.

No action was taken by the Board upon returning from Executive Session.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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